
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

211 West Water Street ▪ Flemingsburg, KY 41041 ▪ P. (606) 845-5851 ▪ F. (606) 849-3158 
 

April 28, 2015 

Teachers, 

With the final countdown quickly approaching zero, excitement is building. This is the best time of the 
school year. This is where we ultimately evaluated on our effectiveness as teachers and administrators. 
We often fail to understand that the success of students on state assessments is a reflection on the 
quality of our teaching and instructional programs.  

With just a few days left before the state assessments begin, what does your classroom, teaching and 
preparations look like? As mentioned earlier, with just a few days left, our preparation plans must be 
strategic in both content coverage and aligned to the needs of the students. Plans ultimately must be 
student-driven. It is extremely important that you utilize the data that you have collected over the 
course of the year to provide targeted preparations to students.  

Utilize the data and needs of students to make your last minute preparations engaging. Clearly 
communicate to students the purpose of the last minute preparations – their success. If students see 
the relevance of the preparations they are far more likely to be attentive and engaged. This is the time 
you pull out practice exams and questions. You design your instruction around questions aligned to the 
standards. Again, as educators, we know how the state assessments will look and feel. Students should 
also know how they will be assessed.  

Think back to when we took the Praxis or other licensure exams, did we not prepare by reviewing 
sample exam questions? Sure we did! We need to provide our students the same opportunities to 
prepare for success. This week, provide 10 to 15 practice questions or activities aligned to the exam 
each day to students. Create engaging activities that are focused around the questions. The activities 
should include more than just circling right answers. Require students to critically think about the 
questions – know the foundations to the questions and why one answer is better than another. The key 
to last minute preparation is student engagement. Have students doing the work, you are the facilitator 
at this point – answering questions, guiding students in the right direction. As the instructional expert in 
your area, you know how to prepare students for success – use this knowledge to prepare students for 
success.  

Again, be strategic in your student preparations. This is not the time to take a scattered approach. Make 
sure that your preparations are aligned to how the standards will be assessed on the state assessment. 
Furthermore, look at the standard percentage – which tells you approximately the number of questions 
found on the state assessments per standard. Utilize those percentages to emphasize standards 
proportionately in your preparations this week.  If a standard is not assessed or does not provide 
pertinent foundations, then that particular standard should not be in your preparations. Again, it is 
about strategically preparing your students for success.  



  

 
 

This is our moment to finish the job, to end the year on a good note. Students are depending on us to 
make sure that they are successful. In the days leading up to the state assessments - students need 
encouragement, more importantly, hope. Encourage your students this week as they prepare for the 
state assessments – let them know you are confident they will perform well. But with this 
encouragement and hope, we must make sure that we are doing everything possible to assist them this 
week to succeed. The state assessments are not something to take lightly and students understand that 
we hold the key to their success.  Again, we expect students to do their best; therefore, we must give 
them our best efforts in preparing them for success. Keep in mind, their success is our success as 
educators. Finish Strong! 

Our Journey Continues… 

 

Brian K. Creasman 
FCS Superintendent 

  
  
  
 


