
 

Simons Middle 
School 

The Cougar Connection 

Our Vision is to 
become a School of 

Distinction 
Volume 1 Issue 5- May 2015 

Inside 
Summer Opportunities 
for Youth 
SMS students have several 
summer opportunities available to 
them to participate in both fun 
and learning! 2 

Calendar of Events 
Don’t miss a thing!  The next few 
weeks are packed with events.  We 
hope you and your families have a 
fantastic summer!  Farewell to our 
eighth grade students…Best of 
luck at FCHS!   
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Wednesday marked the end of our state testing for the 
2014-2015 school year.  We went about this process a little 
differently this year.  Both the 7th and 8th graders tested in an 
arena style setting.  We set up tables in the gymnasiums of SMS 
and Flemingsburg Elementary.  The 8th graders all took their 
assessments together in the SMS gym while the 7th graders 
walked across the street to FES and took their assessments in 
elementary gym.  We did this for two main reasons.  One, this 
sort of environment provides each of our students with a 
controlled, structured and consistent testing environment.  And 
two, testing in this way frees up more staff members to assist our 
students who take the test with accommodations.  We gave this a 
trial run during the third round of benchmark testing to see how 
well it would work.  When we polled our students after that 
benchmark assessment to find out how they liked the arena 
setting, and the results were overwhelmingly in favor of the 
setup.  And to our staff and student’s credit, the five days of 
testing went about as smooth as any state testing I have ever 
been a part of. 

Although results from this assessment will not be 
available until October, we are anxiously anticipating the 
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Entrepreneurship Camp  
June 1st -5th, 2015 

 
Maysville Community and Technical College will be hosting a week long 
camp the first week students are out of school. The camo will be held 

daily Monday through Thursday from 9am- 12pm (June 1-4). There will be a Friday finale from 3-6 
(June 5th) for parents and community members to attend.   
 
The camp will be taught by Anne Despain, a retired teacher who substitute teaches often at the middle 
school. During the camp, students will identify their strengths and form a business plan to research 
profitability. Students will take a field trip to the local bowling alley to learn from a local entrepreneur 
about starting their own business.  Students will produce their product and present their business 
plan or product to parents and community members at the closing. 
 
There is no cost to attend this camp but an application must be completed to register. Lunch will be 
provided to students each day and students will receive a free t-shirt!  Applications will be taken on a 
first come-first serve basis and space is limited to 20 students. All applications need to be completed 
by May 22nd.  
 

Career Craze Camp  
June 9th -11th  

 
The Family Resource and Youth Service Centers of Fleming County have partnered 
with Maysville Community and Technical College to offer the Career Craze Camp for 
students in current (14-15) grades 6-8.  The free camp will be held June 9-11th at the 
Community College.  Students will be bussed each day from Simons Middle School 
at approximately 8:15am and return each afternoon around 2:45.  Students 
attending the camp from surrounding counties get to learn about a different career 
each day of the week.  This is the 11th year for the camp and it is always a HUGE 
success.  Applications are available through your school FRYSC office and will be 
taken on a first come first serve basis through May 22nd.   For more information, you 
may contact Mendy High at 606-845-1371.  
 

AHEC One Day Camp - July 23rd 
Are you interested in a career in the health field?  Come join the fun at SMS for a one day camp to be 
held 9am to 2pm on Thursday, July 23rd. Lainey Mattox, the outreach coordinator from AHEC will be 
on hand to lead the camp and learn importance skills used in the health care setting.  Students in 6-8 
grades will travel to area health settings for short field trips.  The camp is free and lunch will be 
served. Deadline to register is May 27th.  For more information, contact Mendy High at 606-845-1371.  
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Spring Drama Play Scheduled for May 21st 
 The Simons Middle School Drama Class this year consists of an extremely talented group of young 
people.  They have been busy the past several weeks rehearsing their spring play, Attack of the Pom-
Pom Zombies.   These eighth graders will be performing for the school on Friday afternoon, May 21, 
2015 at 1:15 P.M.  This performance is a requirement for their class grade this semester.  Family 
members, friends, and the community are invited to attend this free performance.  Please contact the 
school if you have any additional questions.  

 

Preparing for Career Starts Early… 
Students in Mrs. Hamm's, Mrs. Cooper’s, Mrs. Griffith’s 5th period’s 
classes had special guests this week. Jeremy Meade and Andrew Suit of 
the fish and wildlife division came and spoke to the students about their 
careers and how preparing for their life starts with their 
schooling. Thank you to both of these gentlemen for sharing information 
about their career.  

 
Calendar of Events 

5/9- Baseball vs. W. Carter (H) 
5/9- Soccer Tournament@ Rowan County Girls 3pm/Boys 4:15 
5/11-Baseball vs. Mason (H)  
5/14- EKMSBC West Division Baseball Tournament 
5/15-Testing Closing Ceremonies 
5/16-8th Grade Party 
5/18- Testing Reward Day 
5/19- Election Day- NO SCHOOL---- Girls Basketball Tryouts 
5/20- Junior Beta Club Ronald McDonald House 
5/21-Spring Play Performance @1:15 
5/22- 6th Grade Transition Day/8th Grade College Trip to MSU 
5/22- Junior Beta Club Trip to Kings Island 
5/25-Memorial Day- NO SCHOOL 
5/26- Choir Concert 
5/26-SBDM Elections at SMS all day and from 6:00-7:00pm 
5/28- Awards Day Last Day of School- Dismissal at Noon for SMS students 
 

SBDM ELECTIONS 
Parents of students who are currently in 6th and 7th grade are eligible to vote for two parent 
representatives to serve on the SBDM council during the 15-16 school year. Please stop by the school 
office on May 26th during the hours of 8am to 3pm to cast your vote.   
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Simons Middle School Students of the Month 

Language Arts Teachers selected students of the month for April.  From L to R: Abbie Thomas, Brianna 

Hamilton, Lauren Hill, Joe Little, and Trey Humphrey.  Mathew Mason absent from the photo.  

 
May Birthdays
Brianna Gallagher 
Tim Deatley 
Katherine Skaggs 
Sarah Davenport 
Abbie Thomas 
Cassidy Riley 
Carley Dunaway 
Katelyn Dials 
JT Orem  
Carley Gulley 
Zach Brierley 
Madison Sparks 
Taylor Marshall 
Austin Smith 
Gina Cottey  
Crecie Kelly 
Ryan Buchanan 

Savana Mauch  
Liberty Conley 
 Dalton Brown 
Raven Shannon 
Blake McKibben 
Angie McNabb 
Sadie Hamm, 
Brad Hay 
Ashley Hunt  
Sarah Skaggs 
Rebecca Lykins 
Taylor Barta 
Abbigail Pollitt 
Michael Bettis 
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Continued from Page 1 
 

returns.  Over the course of the year you have asked us to raise the bar and the level of expectation 
we have for your students.  We have worked very hard all year to do just that through 
concentrating on directly aligning our instruction and classroom assessments with the Kentucky 
Academic Standards.  We have also used our professional learning communities as vehicles for 
conversations about how students are doing toward mastery of those standards.  We believe this 
approach better prepared our students for success.  I was personally a part of the 7th grade 
testing at FES and I can’t express how proud I am of the effort those kids put forth.  In talking 
with them afterward, they were really confident about the test. 

Now that state testing has concluded, our focus has shifted toward finishing the year strong 
and preparing for the 2015-2016 school year.  Next year we will build upon the foundation that 
has been laid this year and will feature a number of changes: 

1. Next year we will have 2 full instructional teams in both 7th and 8th grade (ELA, Math, 
Science, and Social Studies).  This will help provide our students with better support as 
they work to master all Kentucky Academic Standards. 

2. Our discipline committee is re-designing our student handbook to make it much more user 
friendly and aligned to the CHAMPS procedures and protocols that we started this year. 

3. Our master schedule will be more balanced and include opportunities built into the 
schedule for intervention when students are having trouble mastering standards. 

4. The academic focus for next year will be three fold: (1) continue the evolution of the 
Professional Learning Community protocol that was initiated this year, (2) the creation of 
classroom learning systems that involve students as decision makers in the learning 
process and (3)  monitoring the implementation of effective lessons, assessments, and 
student engagement. 

As you can see it’s going to be a busy summer to prepare for the start of the 2015-2016 school 
year.  However, I believe the foundation our staff and students have laid this year coupled with 
the work that is in front of us will propel us toward a school of distinction. 

I hope that all of you have a great summer. I am excited and passionate about the work going 
on at SMS.  We are evolving into a school and program that you can be proud of.  If you ever have 
any questions about anything don’t hesitate to contact our office and we’ll be glad to talk to you 
about it.  As always it’s a great time to be a Cougar!!!!  God Bless. 

 

 
Simons Middle School Principal 

 


