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There are many reasons why you should use CIITS for assessment purposes, and 
some of those reasons include:   

1) You can administer the assessment in a variety of ways (paper/pencil, computers, tablets, clicker 
systems, ScanIt, etc.).   

2) The assessment design process makes it much easier to align test questions with standards. 
3) Many subject areas have a test item bank with assessment items available. 
4) You can design technology-enhanced items (TEIs) that meet the needs of next generation 

learners by allowing them to respond in a real world context. 
5) Assessments (and/or assessment items) are stored in a secure location and can be reused or 

edited if desired. 
6) It provides you with the capability to easily analyze results with features such as item analysis 

and standards mastery. 
7) The co-authoring feature allows educators in many locations to collaborate on 

common assessments. 

While every teacher may not need to use CIITS for all of their assessments, you owe it 
to yourself and your students to try it out and see just how easy and beneficial it can be.  
 

Types of Assessments 
There are two ways to design assessments in CIITS: 

Express Test.  This is a fast way to design an assessment, and it is definitely the  
best option if there are questions available in the test bank.  At present time, there are 
items for both ELA and mathematics, with other subjects to be added.  The Quick 
Reference card that walks you through the design steps can be found at: 
https://powersource.pearsonschoolsystems.com/repository/schoolnet/pdf/CIITS_

QRC-Assess_CreatingExpressTests.pdf  (this was updated on 8/13/2014) 
 Manual Test.  This format can be used to design an assessment completely 
from scratch, or you can search for items that have been created by others and use 
them as well.  Specific directions are given to assist you in designing a manual test at: 
https://powersource.pearsonschoolsystems.com/repository/schoolnet/pdf/CIITS_

QRC-Assess_SearchingItemsandCreatingManualTests.pdf (updated 8/13/2014) 
 

Types of Questions 
When designing an assessment, you have a wide variety of question formats available:  
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BACK TO THE BASICS: 

ASSESSMENTS Part 1 
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