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 The Student Growth Percentile (SGP) measures change in an individual 
student’s performance over time, and this rate of change is compared to other students 
(called academic peers) who have similar test scores.    
 Some points essential to understanding how the SGP is calculated include: 

 Students are only compared to others who start at the same point. 
 Students who outpace their peer group are in the 50-99 percentile ranks. 
 Students who underperform their peer group are in the 1-49 percentile ranks. 
 The acceptable rank for growth in Kentucky is defined as the 40th percentile, 

and anyone 40 or above is considered to be typical or higher. 
 SGP information requires two test scores from two different years, and in 

Kentucky only reading and math are tested each year from grades 3-8. 
 

Some quick facts about the SGP Median calculations (added to CIITS this  
month) include: 

 The Median SGP is calculated using the Student Growth scores. 
 The teacher’s Median SGP is the median percentile of his/her students. 
 Students assigned to teachers in IC are included in calculations of the median 

SGP if they meet certain criteria: 
o Teacher has had the student in a math or reading/ELA course for at least 

100 days (not necessarily consecutive). 
o The teacher must have a minimum of 10 students to receive SGP median 

data. 
o Students must have taken the K-Prep for two consecutive years in the 

same subject. 
 The state mean for Teacher SGP was 47.   
 The following cut scores have been established: 

o Low             Less than 30 
o Expected     Between 30 and 65 
o High            Above 65 

 NOTE:  The student-teacher linkage is based on course/section roster in IC, 
and if that data wasn’t correct there will be issues with the numbers you see. 

 
If you are feeling a little (or a lot of) confusion right about now, there are some  

newer resources designed to help you understand this process: 

 http://education.ky.gov/teachers/PGES/TPGES/Pages/TPGES-Student-
Growth-Percentile-Medians.aspx 

 http://education.ky.gov/teachers/PGES/TPGES/Documents/Student%20Gro
wth%20Percentiles%20for%20Teachers.ppt 
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