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Differentiation is one of those things that we all know is important in order to 
provide for individual student needs, but in reality it can be hard to implement.  CIITS 
provides you some ways to simplify the task of differentiation, and some topics of 
interest in the area of differentiation include: 
 

Grouping Students   

 The Classrooms module includes a section called 
Student Groups, and it allows you to place students into different groups for purposes 
such as:  planning instruction, designing remediation, organizing special events, 
developing seating charts—basically anything you want.  In addition to setting up 
groups, you can include notes, section data from the current section, and identify a 
category for the group.  Some resources available to help you with this task include: 

 Create Student Groups and Build Analysis Spreadsheets Quick Reference Card 
 Creating Student Groups Video 

 

Differentiating Assessments  
When you administer assessments through CIITS, you give yourself and others 

the opportunity to analyze student progress toward mastery of standards and to 
differentiate with the student groups mentioned earlier.  One concern is that if you 
administer an accommodated test to students, your classroom data could be skewed.  
There is actually an easy way to deal with that issue when using certain types of 
assessments (such as multiple-choice).  CIITS only records answers and matches them 
to the answers identified as correct—it does not actually know what the questions were.  
Therefore, you can design a different test to match a student’s IEP—you just have to 
make sure they have the same number of questions and that each question has the 
same letter answer as the original test.  Some considerations: 

1. Perhaps the easiest way to do this is to give students a paper copy of the accommodated 
assessment and then have them enter their answers by the numbers on the original test. 

2. Make sure they have the same number of questions and that each question has the same letter 
answer as the original test.   

3. For analysis purposes, make sure you focus on the same standards for each accommodated 
question. 

 

Tracking Assessment Accommodations    
Frequently we make assessment accommodations (extra time, visual 

enhancements, etc.) so that we can fairly assess student knowledge.  CIITS does have 
the capability of tracking these accommodations, and help in doing so can be found by 
accessing the Tracking Assessment Accommodations Quick Reference Card. 
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https://powersource.pearsonschoolsystems.com/repository/schoolnet/pdf/SN_QRC-Classrooms_Student_Groups_and_Analysis%20Spreadsheet.pdf
https://powersource.pearsonschoolsystems.com/repository/schoolnet/videos/17/
https://powersource.pearsonschoolsystems.com/repository/schoolnet/pdf/SN_QRC_Assess_Tracking_Assessment_Accommodations.pdf

