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Faculty and Staff: 

As we begin the countdown to state exams and the end of the school year, it is critically important that we 
all Finish Strong! We all need to be at school, prepared and with our “A” game. Students are depending on 
us to be prepared for success and the next level, whether that is next grade level, college or the workforce. 
Each member of the FCS faculty and staff plays an important role in creating a school environment that 
encourages student success. Over the next several weeks, work together to create a positive environment 
for students. Send the message to students that we are willing to climb any mountain so that they are suc-
cessful. Keep this in mind, as students succeed, we succeed. As students become “students of distinction,” 
we become a “district of distinction.” 

Furthermore, we are only days away from receiving the results back from the diagnostic review that was 
conducted back in March. Good or bad, the results will assist the district in identifying gaps as we continue 
our focus on becoming a District of Distinction and earning SACs accreditation. As I have said repeatedly, 
the diagnostic review does not define us, but instead, only pushes us more, ignites determination to prove 
ourselves on the state level.  

Throughout the year, the district has been focused on developing a common K-12 curriculum in reading and math. This focus is ex-
tremely important as we move forward and end the school year. Having a common curriculum, with assessments, has encouraged col-
laboration among teachers, principals and between schools. More importantly, a common curriculum will assist the district in raising 
student achievement and preparing students to be college and career ready. Many of the grade-levels and curriculum departments will 
meet in PLCs on Tuesday, May 19, 2015, Election Day, to make final decisions and next steps for curriculum implementation for the 
2015-2016 school year. As the academic year comes to an end, I realize that many of you are extremely tired, as we have been involved 
in challenging, yet rewarding work this year. By working together, the district has been able to create and implement more internal con-
trols, create a common curriculum with assessments in reading and math (with full implementation beginning in 2015-2016), identify 
areas of cost savings through fleet management and labor analysis and so much more. The teamwork that has placed the district back in 
the game and moving forward each day. 

Though, as a district, as a faculty and staff, we have accomplished a lot this year, we must still finish strong and we still have a lot of 
work to do over the summer and over the next several years. We must continue to focus 
on improving each day, individually and collectively.  As we approach the most important 
time of the school year, take stock and be proud of what we have accomplished as a team 
in each classroom, in each school and in the district. Student achievement is increasing 
and at the end of the day that is the most important measure of the district’s success. 

In closing, I want to encourage each of you to give the last few weeks everything you 
have. Make sure that you are at work, well prepared, because students need our best. We 
must push ourselves to meet our goals and to finish the school year on a positive trend so 
that we begin the 2015-2016 school year ahead of the pack. We must not become com-

placent as a result of our hard work and many successes this year, but instead, must run through the finish line. In other words, leave 
nothing on the field/court of play, give 100% to students each day, be at work energized and prepared to Finish Strong! 

Our journey continues…   



Fleming County STLP students participated in the 
statewide STLP competition at Rupp Arena on 
Thursday, March 26, 2015.   The students compet-
ed in a variety of live events, resulting in several 
honors: 

 

1st Place – Dell & Microsoft Gaming:  Minecraft – 
Logan Smalley, FES 

 

1st Place – Digital Art:  Manipulated Image – 
Audrey Suit, FES 

2nd Place- Digital Art:  Manipulated Image – Shelby 
Litzler, SMS 

 

1st Place – Extreme Networking – Breanna Flora, 
SMS 

2nd Place – Extreme Networking – Laney McCord, 
SMS 

 

1st Place – Technical Writing – Sydney Dales, SMS 

2nd Place – Technical Writing – Chrissie Bramel, 
SMS 

 

1st Place – Technical Writing – Tabitha Bellamy, 
FCHS 

 

Level 3 Showcase – Fleming County Early Child-
hood Council Website – Julianna Leach & Sara 
Holland, FCHS 

 

STLP Production Crew – Kindle Jackson, FCHS 

FLEMING COUNTY STLP COMPETITION 
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 Ward Raised Bed Gardening Project 

 

Fresh vegetables will be part of a new project that will 

be started in May with Ward Elementary School and the 

Fleming County Extension Office.   The students in Ms. 

Adams and  Ms. Bays  5th grade homerooms will be 

painting blocks and helping to install raised  concrete 

garden beds to be placed on the school grounds. Once 

completed, Gwen O’Cull,  EFNEP assistant  and Donna 

Fryman, FCS agent with the Cooperative  Extension 

Service  will be working with the teachers and students 

on completing the beds with dirt, seeds and plants.   The 

purpose of this project is for the students to learn how to 

design, plant and care  for the  garden .   Once plants 

start producing , the students will learn how to harvest 

and prepare  the vegetables. Once the garden produc-

es  vegetables, they  will be shared with  all students in 

the school to taste and enjoy.  The Extension Service is 

helping with the project so that students will have the 

opportunity to see where their  food comes from and 

hopefully they will start adding more vegetables in their 

daily diet.  If this  garden project is successful, this will 

continue into the fall  by the  same students.   Then the 

cycle will start again in the spring of 2016 with the cur-

rent 5th grade students.    

                     Want to take Chinese?  

We are excited to announce that next fall Chinese Language 

Classes will be offered at Simons Middle School. There is an 

abundance of research that supports the cognitive benefits of 

leaning a second language at an early age. Beginning next year 

SMS will partner with the University of Kentucky Confucius 

Institute to provide this opportunity to our students. The Con-

fucius Institute will provide us with a native Chinese teacher 

for three years at almost no cost to the district. In addition to 

the Chinese language, students will also learn about Chinese 

culture and have the opportunity to attend events and com-

pete in competitions on the campus at the University of Ken-

tucky. This will be an elective class that students can sign up 

to take. It is our hope that the program will continue to grow 

and students will have the chance to continue their Chinese 

learning at the high school. We will provide more information 

about this program as we get closer to the start of next school 

year.  

 

Beta Club Provides Meaningful Service at the 

Hope Lodge of Lexington  

SMS Beta Club students traveled to Lexington, KY afterschool on April 8th where they prepared a 

meal for those in need. The Hope Lodge provides a place of residence for cancer patients and their 

families as they undergo treatment. A BIG thank you to this group of students and their sponsor, 

Shawna Gibson.  



The  Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics 

at Morehead State University has selected 60 students for its 

Class of 2017, and Fleming County High School student Sloan 

Hummel was selected for the inaugural class.  The Craft Acade-

my for Excellence in Science and Mathematics will meet the 

unique educational needs of academically gifted and talented 

high school juniors and seniors in the Commonwealth. A college

-level curriculum will allow students to finish high school while 

also completing up to two years of university course-

work.  It   will offer a residential college experience and environ-

ment to promote innovation and creative enterprise, developing 

the full potential of the state's brightest minds and most promis-

ing future leaders. 

In addition, the Craft Academy will offer project-based 

STEM+X courses that will enrich educational experiences and 

develop competencies in entrepreneurship and innovation, de-

sign and creativity, and civic and regional engagement. 

Students will live on campus in a newly renovated residence hall 

designed for high school aged students. The facility will have 

meeting and social space and be staffed 24/7. Counselors and 

advisors also will be available. 
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6
th

 grade FES Field Trip 
(Graham, Hawkins, & Edmond) 

 
The 6th grade students from Flemingsburg Elementary recently vis-

ited the Toyota Manufacturing Plant in Georgetown, KY. This was a culmi-

nating activity from their social studies unit on career studies, that also re-

lates to their ILP’s and Practical Living/Career Studies Program Review. 

While wearing safety goggles and headphones, the students were 

lead by Toyota tour guides through portions of the 7.5 million square foot 

facility via an electric tram. We were able to watch as the Toyota Camry, 

Avalon, and Hybrid were created from start to finish. The tour began in 

Stamping, where we saw cars take shape from huge coils of rolled up steel. 

Then we moved to Body Weld, where these stamped pieces are put togeth-

er. We were able to watch as a team of computer-controlled robots perform 

the welds that result in a completed body shell. We could look up and see 

overhead conveyors transport the cars from Paint, to the Final Line in As-

sembly.  The tour guides gave the students the history of the foundations of 

the world renowned Toyota Production System as well as gave insight into 

the line side processes of the TMMK team members. The students also got 

the opportunity to observe the new Lexus production line being constructed. 

Students learned about the different career opportunities Toyota 

has to offer from the production line, welders, safety, maintenance, engineer-

ing, accounting, office staff, as well as janitorial and health care jobs availa-

ble. The students then returned home and shared their favorite experiences 

in the classroom, and wrote letters to their parents informing them of what 

they learned on the Toyota tour. As one student stated, “It was THE BEST 

field trip ever!” 

http://www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy/


Special thanks to the Ewing PTO for purchasing 
new swings for the playground.   

We appreciate your support! 

WES - Howard Ashman and Alan Menken's "The Little Mermaid" was released to movies theatres in 1989 and ushered in a brand new 
"Golden Age" for Walt Disney Films.   The movie was a huge critical and commercial success and the ballad "Part of Your World" came 
to define a generation.  In 2008, Tony Award-winning playwright Doug Wright and lyricist Glenn Slater helped bring this staple of family 
entertainment to the Broadway stage.   Carla Prather and Stacey Tranbarger's E.P. Ward Elementary sixth grade classes proudly present 
"The Little Mermaid Jr." which tells the story of a young mermaid who desperately wants to be human so she can marry the prince of her 
dreams and what she sacrifices to be "part of his world."  Featuring the show-stopping numbers, "Under The Sea,"  "Kiss the Girl,"  and 
of course, the incomparable "Part of This World," this is a production that you do NOT 
want to miss.  Show times are as follows: 

Tuesday, May 26th  

9:00 a.m. - For E.P. Ward Elementary Intermediate                                                         
1:00 p.m. - For E.P. Ward Elementary Primary                                                                         
6:00 p.m. - For the general public    

       
Wednesday, May 27th                 
9:00 a.m. - For county elementary schools               
1:00 p.m. - For county elementary schools                         
6:00 p.m. - For the general public    

 

 

HES - Mrs. Michelle Hunt's fifth grade class is proud to announce their forthcoming production of Disney's Mulan Jr. This play is the 
story of a young Chinese girl who secretly takes the place of her father in the Imperial Army's war against the Huns. Disney's Mulan Jr. 
features the music and lyrics of 80's pop star Matthew Wilder including the show stopping numbers, "Reflection," "I'll Make A Man Outta 
You," and "Honor To Us All." 

Along with daytime performances for district students, the following performances will be held: 

Wednesday, May 20th - 6:00 p.m. Preview performance for P.T.A. officers, Board of Education members, and Central Office staff and 
their guests. 

 Thursday, May 21st -  6:00 p.m. - Performance for parents/community 

Presented through special arrangement with and all authorized materials are supplied by Music Theatre International, 421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019.  Script, music, and 
all other material copyright 2011 Disney.  Broadway Junior and MTI's Broadway Junior Collection are trademarks of Music Theatre International. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

Ward / Hillsboro Elementary Schools present….. 
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Senior Trip 2015 - NYC 



                                            MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 

Ashley Fritz               5/1   Wilma Lee  5/24 

Mary Gardner  5/3   Shelia Ovington 5/25   

Tim DeAtley   5/5   Jennifer Rice  5/26 

Angie Hughes   5/6   Tara McCord  5/27 

Lori Kissell   5/9   Jackie Hickerson 5/28 

Lisa Price  5/9   Angela McNabb 5/28 

Michele Hawkins 5/11   Sadie Hamm  5/29 

Robert Pease  5/13   Bruce Harris  5/29 

Teresa Ramey  5/13   Brad Hay  5/29 

Connie Richardson 5/14   Greg Skaggs  5/29 

Connie McCord 5/17   Rhonda Glascock 5/30 

Cathy Adams  5/19   John Sellers  5/30  

Jesse Evans  5/19 

Uriah Albrink 5/21 

Linda Hickerson 5/21 

Tina Fearin  5/23  

   

 

 

STARS Recognized  

STARS recognized at the  

April 2015 board meeting were:  

FES - Cindy Anderson, Kathy Davenport 

WES - Matthew Barker, Amanda Logan, Rita Story 

HES - Margaret Humphries, Julie Gay  

EES - Michelle Koehler, Jeff Jolly  

SMS - LaShonda Cooper, Cheryl Roberts, Kevin 

Sanders 

FCHS - Paige Sloas, Marvin Jones  

CONGRATULATIONS and THANKS                                                

for always putting kids first! 


