
 

 
Holiday greetings to all:  

As this last day before our holiday break comes to an end, I want to send my very best wishes to each and eve-

ry member of our Fleming County Schools family. We have been through a very difficult few months and it is 

impossible for me to express the appreciation I feel for each of you and the way you have met the challenges 

and continued to serve our students in spite of all the difficulties.  

This Christmas, I wanted to share one of my family’s Christmas traditions with you. In my first year as a K-8 art 

teacher, I wanted to create something special for my students. I painted the picture of Santa that you see 

above and displayed it on the bulletin board beside my classroom door. Each year, I would be amazed at the 

reaction of my stu-dents as they stopped and gathered around the picture of Santa, making it difficult to get 

them to settle down and start classes. My daughter, Kristin, hung the painting in her elementary classrooms 

for several years and she said her kids reacted in the same way. I painted several objects into the painting that 

held lots of sentimental value for my daughters and me, but as you can see, it is no great piece of artwork. I 

have always believed that it was special to the kids because it captured the spirit with which it was created, a 

spirit of genuine desire to do something good for kids.  

For the last few years, the imagery in the painting has come to represent, for me, the spirit of educators and 

most recently our Fleming County teachers and support team. The image of the little man working tirelessly 

late into the night, doing something to bring happiness to kids….isn’t that exactly what we in education do so 

well and so often?  

I hope, this Christmas season, that each of you realize how very special you are and how much happiness you 

bring, every day, to the lives of our Fleming County children. Have a glorious and blessed Christmas with your 

family and friends!  

Tom Price  

Merry Christmas 
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Senator Walter Blevins and Representative Mike Denham recently 

took time from their busy schedules to attend the Christmas Bazaar 

at Ward Elementary School held on December 5th.  

This is the second year for the event which features various items 

made by students including greeting cards, snowmen, snow globes, 

etc. This student generated project provided real life experience in 

the areas of entrepreneurship and business. Students worked in 

teams to design a product, conduct market research, and develop an 

advertising and marketing plan before they actually sold their prod-

ucts at the bazaar. This year, over 200 parents and community part-

ners attended the event. This year’s event raised over $2,500. The 

funds will be used by the classrooms for educational supplies and 

field trips for the students.  

Senator Blevins and Representative Denham commended the inno-

vative idea of the project and the opportunity for students to learn 

about business and improve their communication skills while work-

ing with their customers.  

Good work, WES students!  

Commnity Bazaar The Spirit of Giving 

 

A special thanks to Briana Salyer, a 

4th grade student at Ward Ele-

mentary.  

Briana was the winner of a large 

basket full of toys at the recent fall 

festival. She decided to give the 

basket to Jonathon and Kylie 

McDaniel who had recently lost 

their home and all their belong-

ings in a house fire.  

Thank you Briana, for exemplify-

ing the Christmas spirit of 

giving to those in need!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The End of an Era…  

Long time Fleming County educator Joy Gooding is retiring at the end of    

December. Joy has served the students (and staff) of Fleming County in a    

variety of capacities during her long tenure. Many staff members remember 

her fondly from high school English at FCHS. Most recently, she has served as 

Instructional Supervisor, District Assessment Coordinator, Gifted/Talented 

Coordinator, and Gates Integration Project Coordinator. Joy has worn many 

hats and has touched all of our lives in some way. For many of us, she has 

inspired, motivated, and supported us in doing and achieving more for our 

schools and districts. She will be greatly missed; but, we wish her all the      

happiness that she deserves in her retirement.  

Transitioning into the role of Instructional Supervisor, and other duties as 

Joy retires, will be Mrs. Lesia Eldridge. Lesia has been a teacher, assistant    

principal, and principal at Simons Middle School in her 17 years in Fleming 

County. Many Fleming County teachers know Mrs. Eldridge from her tenure 

as Curriculum Resource Specialist several years ago. She, like Joy, will also 

wear many hats.  

Best wishes to both ladies as they begin a new chapter in their lives. 



On Friday, December 13, FCCLA sponsored a "Give From 

the Heart Day." The event was designed to bring aware-

ness on the need for organ and tissue donors and to raise 

needed funds for three Fleming County residents.  

Kenedy Maze, a freshman at FCHS, received a double lung 

transplant last spring and has on-going medical expens-

es. Katie Donovan Prager and her husband, Dalton, are 

both on the waiting list for double lung transplants as soon 

as donors become available. Katie is an FCHS graduate and 

was active in FCCLA as well as other organizations.  

For the "Give From the Heart Day" students were to bring 

in money to place in bags that were collected and given to 

each teacher. There were no contests involved – the idea 

was for individuals to give with the Christmas spirit of 

helping those in need.  

Ms. Lori Kissell, fourth grade teacher at Ewing Elementary, 

heard about the “Give From the Heart Day” project and 

mentioned it to her class. Unbeknownst to her, the stu-

dents in her class got together and decided to take the 

$3.00 they would spend on a classroom exchange gift and 

give that money to help Kennedy, Katie, and Daulton. 

Thank you, EES students! 

 

January Birthdays  

Fite Stacey 1/01 

Jackson Toni 1/01 

Brown Denise 1/03 

Flora Marilyn 1/04 

Fryman Robin 1/04 

Davis Katherine 1/06 

McKee Steve 1/06 

Bailey Randy 1/08 

Fitzpatrick Chris 1/09 

Manning Bryan 1/09 

Cannon Libby 1/10 

Weaver Sharon 1/11 

Masters Douglas 1/12 

Mitchell Laura 1/15 

Ryver Nathan 1/15 

Masters Mary 1/16 

Davis Chris 1/17 

Grimes Janet 1/18 

Robinson Woody 1/19 

Merritt Tammy 1/25 

Zumbach Virginia 1/25 

Barker Carol 1/26 

Marcum Ashley 1/27 

Masters Connie 1/27 

Sorrell Kathy 1/29 


