
Spring always signals 

the time to revive your 

buses after their most 

critical months of 

service, check the 5 

critical systems: 

 Wipers 

 Seat Covers 

 Filters and Fluids 

 Electrical System 

 Lighting 

Although these are some of the 

most critical spring maintenance 

items, don’t stop there: 

 Schedule and Perform a 

thorough walk-around 

your bus yourself with 

someone from the 

Transportation 

Department; 

 Refresh worn or torn 

conspicuity tape; 

 Test fire extinguishers 

before hot weather hits; 

 Replenish first aid supplies 

and other necessities; and 

 Stock up on the parts and 

supplies you need.  

Some might say the business of yellow transportation is 

very predictable year to year and just marches on, 

striving to provide good, reliable and safe service as it 

has for generations. The reality is things change 

constantly, and complacency is never the right default. 

As transportation/education professionals, we must 

constantly learn from the past and engage 

enthusiastically in new thinking to position ourselves and 

our profession to the best advantage. 

 
Indeed, this is one of the primary reasons for NAPT: to 
anticipate problems and opportunities; provide you with 
factual information to help you in your job; advocate for 
you nationally on the political and regulatory scene; and 
create training opportunities. Critical to accomplishing 
this is developing a public policy agenda that takes 
measure of the realities we face and encourages your 
thoughtful engagement locally. 
 
So, as we begin a new year, we want you to have a 
snapshot of the issues we consider front and center for 
our industry. Some are “evergreens” you know well 
already; others are new. Some need more attention 
than others.  

 
Here is the NAPT public policy radar screen: 

1. The yellow school bus is the safest, most economical, most energy-responsive and most 
environmentally friendly way to transport our children to and from school each day. 

2. There is an important link between the yellow school bus and the performance of our children in the 
classroom; ensuring access to the school bus helps to ensure access to educational services and 
ultimately educational attainment. 
 
3. The color of a school bus is an integral attribute of its unique design, and the industry must ensure 
that the color of a school bus continues to meet its objective as a safety factor. 
 
4. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has stated that its best advice on the 
matter of seat belts in large school buses — superseding all other guidance — is contained in a single 
document: the Aug. 25, 2011, denial of a petition requesting that NHTSA mandate seat belts in large 
school buses. We encourage everyone to read the entire petition denial notice carefully. 
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http://www.schoolbusfleet.com/channel/management-training/news/2015/01/08/napt-expands-leadership-initiative.aspx
http://www.schoolbusfleet.com/channel/management-training/articles/2014/09/why-you-should-love-the-bus.aspx
http://www.schoolbusfleet.com/channel/regulations/news/2015/01/22/napt-nsta-reaffirm-joint-position-on-occupant-protection.aspx
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-25/html/2011-21596.htm
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5. School transportation administrators should engage in continuous professional education and should be certified in industry practices and 
knowledge. 
 
6. Illegal passing of stopped school buses exposes our children to the risk of injury and death. It must be eliminated through standardized 
penalties, simpler enforcement and greater public education efforts. 
 
7. Bullying has no place on the school bus, and school districts should have clear and well-considered policies for handling such events and 
behaviors. 
 
8. All school bus drivers and attendants should receive relevant and appropriate training in transporting all students, but particularly in the 
transportation of students with disabilities and special needs. 
 
9. It is preferable that all children ride on yellow school buses, but in those areas where this is not possible, children should be provided with 
the safest possible transit systems or safely constructed and well-equipped infrastructure to get them to school. 
 
10. Leaving children unattended on school buses must not be condoned in any way because it exposes our children to risk, is a frightening 
experience for the children, and erodes public confidence in the safety and security of the yellow school bus. 
 
11. School transportation operators should utilize computer-based routing and scheduling systems to attain maximum efficiency in their 
operations and safety for students. 
 
12. Taxpayers are entitled to know that school bus operations are conducted according to benchmarked standards and quality measures. 
 
13. School bus drivers should not engage in text messaging or similar activities while operating a school bus. 
 
14. School bus drivers should always utilize their lap-shoulder seat restraints on the school bus. 
 
15. The federal government should appropriate full funding of IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) and special-education services, 
including costs related to transportation. 
 
16. The federal and state governments should invest appropriately in improving our highways and bridges to help ensure safer passage of the 
nation’s school buses and the children we carry on them. 

School Bus Facts to Learn and Share: 

 School buses decrease our dependence on foreign oil through an annual savings of 2.3 

billion gallons of fuel. (Source: American School Bus Council) 

 Large school buses are heavier and distribute crash forces differently than do passenger 

cars and light trucks. Because of these differences, the crash forces experienced by 

occupants of buses are much less than that experienced by occupants of passenger cars, 

light trucks or vans. (Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, “Seat Belts on 

School Buses—May 2006.”) 

 School buses represent 25 percent of the miles traveled by students but account for less 

than 4 percent of the injuries. (Source: Transportation Research Board, “The Relative 

Risks of School Travel: A National Perspective and Guidance for Local Community Risk 

Assessment, “TRB Special Report 269, Accessed 9/20/11.) 
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