
ATTICUS FINCH – WORDS AND ACTIONS FROM THE NOVEL THAT REVEAL ASPECTS OF HIS CHARACTER 

Atticus’ words and actions What do others say about 

Atticus? 

Page 

# 

What does this reveal 

about Atticus’ 

character? 

“Atticus, the town lawyer, tries to 

do what is best for his clients, even 

if they don’t listen to him.” 

 

“During his first five years in 

Maycomb, Atticus practiced 

economy more than anything; for 

several years thereafter he 

invested his earnings in his 

brother’s education.” 

 Pg. 4 

 

 

Pg. 5 

Atticus has the best 

interest of others at 

heart. He tries to do 

the right thing no 

matter what. 

 

Atticus is unselfish 

because he paid for his 

brother to start medical 

school. 

“First of all … if you can learn a 

simple trick, Scout, you’ll get along 

a lot better with all kinds of folks. 

You never really understand a 

person until you consider things 

from his point of view—until you 

climb into his skin and walk around 

in it” 

 Page 

39 

Atticus believes you 

need to try to 

understand other 

people by seeing things 

from their point of 

view. 

“If you’ll concede the necessity of 

going to school, we’ll go on reading 

every night just as we always have. 

Is it a bargain?” 

 Page 

41 

Atticus is an 

understanding father. 

 “Atticus Finch is the same in 

the house as he is on the 

public streets.” (Miss 

Maudie) 

Page 

61 

Atticus always acts the 

same way whether 

other people can see 

him or not. 

Atticus tells Jem, Dill, and Scout to 

stop tormenting Boo Radley. He 

asks them how they would feel if 

he barged into their rooms without 

knocking. Atticus also told them 

not to make fun of anyone. 

 Page 

65 

Atticus expects his 

children to be 

respectful of people. 
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“I saw Atticus carrying Miss 

Maudie’s heavy oak rocking 

chair, and thought it sensible 

of him to save what she 

values most.” (Scout) 

Page 

93 

Atticus is “sensible” 

and also thoughtful.  

“Simply because we’re licked a 

hundred years before we started is 

no reason for us not to try to win.” 

 Page 

101 

Atticus believes in 

doing what’s right, no 

matter what. 

“Jack! When a child asks you 

something, answer him. But don’t 

make a production of it. Children 

are children, but they can spot an 

evasion quicker than adults, and 

evasion simply muddles ’em.” 

 Page 

116 

Atticus believes that 

everyone deserves 

honesty, even children. 

“I hope and pray I can get Jem and 

Scout through it without bitterness, 

and most of all, without catching 

Maycomb’s usual disease. Why 

otherwise reasonable people go 

stark raving mad when anything 

involving a Negro comes up, is 

something I don’t pretend to 

understand.” 

 Page 

117 

This shows that Atticus 

doesn’t believe people 

should be treated 

differently because of 

their race.  

 

 

 

 

 

“He did not do the things 

our schoolmates’ fathers 

did: he never went hunting, 

he did not play poker or fish 

or drink or smoke. He sat in 

the living room and read.” 

(Scout) 

Page 

118 

Atticus is different from 

other people in 

Maycomb; he spends 

his time doing different 

things. 

“Shoot all the bluejays you want, if 

you can hit ’em, but remember it’s 

a sin To Kill a Mockingbird.” 

 Page 

119 

Atticus doesn’t want 

his children targeting 

innocent things. 

 

 

“If your father’s anything, 

he’s civilized at heart…. I 

Page 

130 

Atticus is civilized, so 

he stopped shooting 
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think maybe he put his gun 

down when he realized that 

God had given him an unfair 

advantage over most living 

things. I guess he decided he 

wouldn’t shoot until he had 

to, and he had to today.” 

(Miss Maudie) 

things just because he 

could. This also shows 

that he is humble—his 

children didn’t know 

that he was such a 

good shot.  

“The one thing that doesn’t abide 

by majority rule is a person’s 

conscience.” 

 Page 

140 

Atticus will do what he 

thinks is right, even if 

other people disagree 

with him. 

“I wanted you to see something 

about her—I wanted you to see 

what real courage is, instead of 

getting the idea that courage is a 

man with a gun in his hand. It’s 

when you’re licked before you 

begin but you begin anyway and 

you see it through no matter what. 

You rarely win, but sometimes you 

do.” 

 Page 

149 

Atticus believes that 

courage is doing what 

you think is right, even 

if you think you’ll fail.  

Atticus tells Jem and Scout that, 

since they are Finches, they need 

to behave a certain way. He says 

that Aunt Alexandra wanted them 

to understand who their family is. 

It upset Scout and Jem and Atticus 

told them to forget what he said. 

 Pages 

177- 

179 

Atticus doesn’t always 

know exactly what to 

do. He listened to his 

sister, then changed his 

mind. 

Atticus goes to the jailhouse when 

Tom Robinson is moved there to 

protect him. When the group of 

men shows up, Atticus stands his 

ground. He is afraid though (his 

hands were shaking a little). When 

Scout, Jem, and Dill show up, 

Atticus tells them to go home. They 

don’t. Scout talks to Walter 

 Page 

202-

207 

Atticus stands up for 

what he thinks is right, 

even if he is afraid. He 

cares about his children 

a lot and wants to 

protect them, even if 

that means he is still in 

danger. 
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Cunningham and the group of men 

leaves. The whole thing clearly 

upset Atticus. 

 

Atticus cares so much 

about doing what is 

right that he is willing 

to take the risk and put 

his family in danger. 

 

 

 

“Yeah, but Atticus aims to 

defend him. That’s what I 

don’t like about it.” (one of 

the old men always at the 

courthouse) 

Page 

218 

Atticus plans to defend 

Tom Robinson as well 

as he can, even though 

many people in 

Maycomb believe that 

he shouldn’t because of 

Tom’s race.  

 “Mr. Finch is always 

courteous to everybody.” 

(Judge Taylor) 

Page 

243 

Atticus is always polite 

to people. 

 “Miss Jean Louise, stand up. 

Your father’s passin’.” 

(Reverend Skyes) 

Page 

283 

Atticus has earned the 

respect of the African-

American community 

of Maycomb by 

defending Tom 

Robinson so well. 

 “I simply want to tell you 

that there are some men in 

this world who were born to 

do our unpleasant jobs for 

us. Your father’s one of 

them.” (Miss Maudie) 

Page 

288 

Miss Maudie is saying 

that Atticus does the 

jobs, like defending 

Tom Robinson, that 

other people don’t 

want to do. He is 

selfless. 

“Jem, see if you can stand in Mr. 

Ewell’s shoes for a minute. I 

destroyed his last shred of 

credibility at that trial, if he had any 

to begin with…. So if spitting in my 

face and threatening me saved 

 Page 

292 

Atticus would rather 

Bob Ewell be mean to 

him than Mayella. 
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Mayella Ewell one extra beating, 

that’s something I’ll gladly take.”  

 “Whether Maycomb knows 

it or not, we’re paying the 

highest tribute we can pay a 

man. We trust him to do 

right. It’s that simple.” (Miss 

Maudie) 

Page 

316 

Miss Maudie means 

that the people of 

Maycomb trust Atticus 

because he stands up 

for what is right. 

Atticus says he understands why 

Bob Ewell has a grudge against the 

town (especially Judge Taylor, 

Helen Robinson, and Atticus), but 

that he would settle down. 

 Page 

335 

This shows that Atticus 

is trying to see things 

from Bob Ewell’s 

perspective and 

believes that Ewell is 

just upset. 

“He was out of his mind.” (about 

Bob Ewell) 

 Page 

360 

Atticus is trying to give 

Bob Ewell the benefit 

of the doubt, even after 

he attacked Jem and 

Scout. He believes in 

the good in people.  

Atticus thinks Jem stabbed Bob 

Ewell and insists that Jem bear that 

responsibility. 

 Page 

364-

367 

Atticus believes that it’s 

important to take 

responsibility, even if it 

might get a person in 

trouble. 

 


