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Special points of interest: 

 W2’s Enclosed with this Month’s Payroll 

 January 20—Martin Luther King Holiday—

NO  SCHOOL 

 February 1—Deadline for Attendance Area 

Transfer Request Forms to Central Office 

 February 2—Groundhog Day 

 February 14—Valentine’s Day 

 February 17—Staff Work Day—No School 

for Students 
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Those of us who work and serve in education have 

two opportunities each year to say, “Happy New 

Year” and I certainly want to send my best wishes 

to each of you for a successful, prosperous and 

healthy year in 2014. It is this time, each year, 

that we in education reorganize our thoughts and 

plans to enable us to accomplish everything we 

need to get done by May.  We have roughly six-

teen more weeks, with our students, and much to accomplish before the 

summer break. I am confident that each of you are well prepared and will 

do everything possible to reach all of those accomplishments. 

Many school districts suggest, each January, that their employees make 

“new year resolutions” to re-dedicate their efforts to the service of their 

students.  I don’t see that as a necessary request in our FCS district because 

I’ve watched our employees resolve continuously, during the past several 

months, to commit themselves to doing what is right for the good of our 

kids, even through difficult times.  

As always, I thank you and want you to know how much your dedication 

and hard work is appreciated! 

       Best wishes, 

       Tom Price 

Message From the Superintendent 
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2014 KSBA Banner 

 

WATCH D.O.G.S. at Hillsboro Elementary 

To kick off a new parent involvement program at Hillsboro Elementary, the 

Hillsboro/Ward Family Resource Center hosted a WATCH D.O.G.S. infor-

mation and pizza night.  With over 50 people in attendance, which included 

23 dads, the night was a great success! 

WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) is a parent volunteer program 

that brings fathers and father figures into the school’s classrooms and hall-

ways, creating hours of “in school” volunteer hours.  Watch D.O.G.S. are 

fathers, grandfathers, uncles, and other father figures who volunteer for at 

least one day each year at the school.  Students gain positive male role 

models, schools gain an extra set of eyes and ears.  During the day, the 

Watch D.O.G.S. may read and work with students, eat lunch with students, 

play at recess, watch the school entrances, assist with traffic flow and any 

other assigned activities where they actively engage with not only their own 

student but other students as well. 

Currently, Hillsboro Elementary has 12 Watch D.O.G.S. that have completed 

the required background check.  If you would like information on the pro-

gram, contact Candy Dales, HWFRC Coordinator, at (606)876-3131.  

Thank you to Mrs. Deborah Ishmael and 
her art students in Mrs. Endicott’s sixth 
grade homeroom for taking on the task of 
creating this year’s KSBA banner. The ban-
ner will hang in the hallway of the Galt 
House East during the KSBA Winter Con-

ference January 31—February 2.   

Mrs. Ishmael stated, “The class worked 

hard, learned  many lessons, and were 

very proud of the finished product.” 

We appreciate all their hard work and 

time they spent on the project. 
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PGES & the Common Core 

As one of the first states to announce its adoption of the Common Core, Kentucky has been on the forefront 

of design and implementation of a system of support for its teachers and administrators.  Through the passage of 

Senate Bill 1 (2009), the state created a Professional Growth and Effectiveness System (PGES) which guides educa-

tors in effectively implementing the Common Core State Standards with the ultimate goal of all students becoming 

college and career ready.   In Fleming County Schools, our mission is the same. 

In Fleming County and throughout the state of Kentucky, PGES provides the structure and the means for 

schools and districts to ensure a path to college and career readiness for all students.  The 5 domains of the Ken-

tucky Framework for Teaching assist teachers and leaders in the work to provide high quality instruction to all stu-

dents. 

Domain 1 (Planning & Preparation) ensures that teachers demonstrate knowledge of content, peda-

gogy, resources, and student abilities, as well as teacher ability to select instructional outcomes and 

design coherent instruction and effective assessments. 

Domain 2 (Classroom Environment) ensures that teachers promote an effective classroom environment 

and culture for learning which includes cultivating respect and rapport, managing classroom proce-

dures and behavior, and organizing physical space. 

Domain 3 (Instruction) ensures effective communication with students, use of questioning and discus-

sion techniques, engaging students in learning, use of quality  assessment, and demonstrating flexi-

bility and responsiveness. 

Domain 4 (Professional Responsibilities) ensures teacher ability to reflect on teaching, maintain accurate 

records, communicate with families, participate in professional communities, grow and develop pro-

fessionally, and demonstrate professionalism. 

Domain 5 (Student Growth) ensures a focus on student growth where teachers set rigorous growth 

goals and provide experiences for students to meet those goals. 

Through the participation in the PGES Field Test last year and the PGES Pilot this year, Fleming County 

Schools has a number of teacher leaders who have assisted in planning and providing professional learning opportu-

nities throughout our district.  Assisted by administrators and consultants, teacher leaders facilitated four days of 

high quality professional learning in May 2013 where the focus was PGES and the integration of Literacy Design Col-

laborative (LDC) and Mathematics Design Collaborative (MDC) as a means to teach the Common Core.   All schools 

in the district continued that learning throughout the fall semester with a focus on KY Framework for Teaching Do-

main 2 in faculty meetings, PLC meetings, and school/district level walkthroughs.  This focus has provided a great 

deal of refinement of classroom practice.   

The focus for spring semester 2014 will be KY Framework for Teaching Domain 3.  Beginning with the pro-

fessional learning at the beginning of January, teachers have begun implementing literacy strategies, kindergarten 

thru 12th grade, and refining instructional practices such as questioning and discussion techniques, strategies to en-

gage students in learning and formative assessment practices.  With this type of specific focus on practices district-

wide and the commitment on the part of the teachers for improvement in all classrooms, Fleming County students 

will benefit greatly. 
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From Fleming County Schools – Integration:  Year at a Glance 

January Principals   Walkthroughs focused on FfT 3A 

            Mid-Course Conferences (PGP/SGG) 

  Pilot Teachers  Mid-Course Conferences (PGP/SGG) 

     Peer Observers conduct mini observation (FCHS) 

  LDC (All teachers) Implement Content Literacy Strategies 

Collaborate in PLC to review activities for instructional ladder for planned LDC 

module 

  MDC (Yr 1 & 2)  Implement formative assessment practices 

     Identify and schedule FALs based on pacing guides 

  MDC (All Math)  Implement FAL (based on pacing guides) 

     Complete FAL Reflection Guide 

 

February Principals  Walkthroughs focused on FfT 3C 

     Prepare for administration of Student Voice Survey 

  LDC (All teachers) Implement Content Literacy Strategies 

     Implement LDC Module 

  MDC (All Math)  Implement formative assessment practices 

     Plan FAL with PLC 

  MDC (Yr 1 & 2)  Implement FAL 

     Complete FAL Reflection Guide 

Mr. John Ramey, visual arts instructor at Fleming County High School, was approached by Susan Hawkins from the Kentucky Folk 
Art Museum in Morehead about Fleming County High Schools interest in participating in their Pictures in Place project again this 
year. The museum received a grant a couple of years ago to encourage students to explore their place in the Appalachia through 
pictures and a personal narrative. In collaboration with Toni Jackson, language arts instructor, Mr. Ramey and she presented the 
project to both of their classes and the results are now posted on the Pictures in Place website. You can view the pictures by going 
to http://picturesinplace.com/. 

The website has pictures and narratives from all the participating schools. You can also read more about the grant and project. To 
find their student's work, from the home page scroll down until you see Fleming County High School in the lower  right hand cor-
ner. Click on the picture and you can see not only this year's entries but last year's also. Some of this year's are incomplete but 
they are updating the website constantly. We hope you enjoy. 

Pictures        Place 

http://picturesinplace.com/


Digital Storytelling in a Place-Based Composition Course 

Fleming County Teachers Participate in Professional Development 
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Brandie Trent has co-authored a second professional article that was 
published in last month’s edition of  Journal of Adolescent & Adult Lit-
eracy.  Click on the following link for more information:  http://

onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jaal.244/abstract.   

Congratulations, Mrs. Trent! 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jaal.244/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jaal.244/abstract


Congratulations to Ashley Medwid on the birth of 

her son, Nolan Roe.  He was born on January 10 

weighing 8 lbs. and measuring 21.5 inches long.  

He is welcomed home by big sisters, Madison 

and Marley, and big brother, Elijah. 

 

Congratulations to Joseph and Shawna Gibson 

on the birth of their son,  Joseph Preston.  He 

was born on January 8 weighing 9 lbs. 4 oz. and 

measuring 21.5 inches long.    He is welcomed 

home by big sisters, Aubrey and Violet. 

 

Congratulations to Jody and Christy Perkins on 

the birth of their son, Jase Parker.  He was born 

on January 15 weighing 9 lbs. 11 oz. and measur-

ing 21.25 inches long.  He is welcomed home by 

big sister, Macy. 

Birth Announcements! 

Happy February Birthday! 

Stephanie Edmond 2/1 

Lucian Hornsby 2/1 

Pauletta Lawson 2/1 

Kimberly DeAtley 2/3 

Kathy Davenport 2/4 

Lidia Smith 2/4 

Jennifer Vice 2/4 

Jennie Applegate 2/5 

Johnny Vise 2/5 

Ruth Ann Hurst 2/8 

Tammy Reynolds 2/9 

Matthew Barker 2/12 

Latoshia McKee 2/12 

Casey Applegate 2/13 

Kristen Manning 2/15 

Patsy Adams 2/16 

Robert Taylor 2/17 

Eric Zempter 2/17 

Ronna Earlywine 2/19 

Deidra Wilson 2/20 

Connie Reynolds 2/21 

Sue Case 2/22 

Donna Call 2/24 

Arnie Fields 2/24 

Tammy Johnson 2/24 

Mark Lightner 2/24 

Tonya Phillips 2/25 

Terry Anderson 2/26 

Genia Wagoner 2/26 

FCHS’s CCR goal for 2014 is 91%. 


