
We should always be 

prepared for the 

following adverse 

weather conditions: 

 Slippery Roads 

 Limited Visibility 

 Vehicle Control 

Problems 

 Extreme Temperatures 

 Catastrophic Conditions 

Regardless of the weather 

condition, there are certain 

things you should always do 

before you head out on your 

route. 

 Conduct a CDL pre-

trip inspection; make 

sure all your equipment 

is in good working 

order. 

 Check road and 

weather conditions. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) will convene a panel to examine the long-
debated topic of seat belts on school buses, agency 
officials said. 
 

A NHTSA spokesman told SBF that the agency has just 
started putting plans in motion for the panel. The 
spokesman said that details on what the group will do, 
and a timeline on when they will do it, aren’t available at 
this point, but more information will be released as the 
plans become more concrete. 

 

Lap-shoulder belts are federally required on small school 
buses — specifically, those weighing 10,000 pounds or 
less — but NHTSA has long declined to mandate belts 
on large school buses. 

 

New NHTSA Administrator Mark Rosekind spoke at the 
American School Bus Council’s Love the Bus event at a 
school in Arlington, Virginia, on Tuesday. After the 
event, he told The Detroit News that a group within 
NHTSA will study the school bus seat belt issue. 

 

“It’s absolutely appropriate for us to look at every 
possible way we could make things safer,” Rosekind told the newspaper. “It’s very clear there’s a 
safety issue, and then there’s an economic one — and that’s the discussion everyone has. … We’ve 
already put a group together that is now examining this issue about safety belts on school buses.” 
 

NHTSA’s last major statement on the topic was an August 2011 denial of a petition from the Center for 
Auto Safety and others asking the agency to mandate the installation of three-point seat belts for all 
seating positions on all school buses. 
 
In the August 25 edition of the Federal Register, NHTSA said that it was denying the petition because it 
had “not found a safety problem supporting a federal requirement for lap-shoulder belts on large school 
buses, which are already very safe.” NHTSA said that the decision to install seat belts on school buses 
should be left to state and local jurisdictions. The agency also said that a federal requirement for seat 
belts on large school buses would increase the cost to purchase and operate the vehicles, which could 
reduce the availability of school bus service overall, and reduce school bus ridership. However, with a 
new administrator at the reins, NHTSA appears to be revisiting its stance on the seat belt issue. Before 
he was sworn in to lead NHTSA last month, Rosekind served a term as a member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). Continued on back... 
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Anyone can drive a car. It takes someone special to drive a school bus!Anyone can drive a car. It takes someone special to drive a school bus!Anyone can drive a car. It takes someone special to drive a school bus!   

Our Driving Belief: WE ARE THE FIRST AND LAST IMPRESSION MANY 

 STUDENTS HAVE ABOUT SCHOOL EVERY DAY. 

Our VISION: District of Distinction 



The Seat Belt Discussion 

and Decision 

NHTSA Pane l  to  Revis i t  School  Bus Seat  Bel t  Issue 

(cont inued)  

In 2013, NTSB effectively endorsed seat belts for school buses after investigating the February 2012 fatal school 
bus crash near Chesterfield, New Jersey, and the March 2012 fatal school bus crash in Port St. Lucie, Florida. The 
agency's staff said they believe that lap belts can provide a benefit to most school bus passengers who wear them 
properly, although the addition of shoulder belts would reduce flailing injuries and provide greater protection. 

 

In response to the Chesterfield crash, the NTSB developed close to a dozen new safety recommendations on truck 
and school bus topics. One of the recommendations asked the school bus industry's national associations to 
provide their members with educational materials on lap-shoulder belts "providing the highest level of protection for 
school bus passengers." 

 

NTSB’s recommendations are influential, but they have no regulatory authority. NHTSA is the federal agency that is 
responsible for regulating school buses, as well as other vehicles. 

School Bus Facts to Learn and Share: 

School buses are probably the most regulated segment of the transportation industry.  

● School buses are the safest form of transportation for getting children to and from school.  

 Some 480,000 school buses carry 26 million children more than half of America's school 

children each day, rarely with any serious accident.  

 Continually updated safety features on school buses ensure children are protected both 

on and off the bus.  

 School bus drivers are highly trained, licensed and screened professionals who constantly 

have child safety in mind.  

 The school bus industry operates by a set of guidelines addressing transportation safety; 

emergency preparedness; bus driver qualifications, hiring and training; and health and envi-

ronmental safety. They meet, and in some cases exceed, federal and state laws.  

 

Our VISION: District of Distinction 

http://www.schoolbusfleet.com/channel/school-bus-safety/news/2013/07/23/ntsb-proper-lap-belt-use-could-have-lessened-injuries-in-bus-crash.aspx

