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● ACCREDITATION TIP 
 
Collaboration is a critical component that ensures accreditation and a 
school focused on a systems approach to student learning. As we work 
through the concept map, make sure that collaboration is embedded in 
the process, more importantly, an embedded component in your school. 
Without collaboration, silos will be just around the corner. 
 

 

 
 

● DISTRICT MESSAGE 
 
Be Great for Students! As educators we face and witness many 
remarkable things each day. Think about when you see a student finally 
learning how to complete a scientific equation, teachers collaborating 
together, or when volunteers tutor students after-school. All of these 
things are great and great for students. Each day we must all focus on 
being great for students each day. We must continue to realize that as 
students succeed, we succeed as educators. Students’ success and our 
success as a district are forever connected, as it should be. 
 
Public education continues to face increased responsibilities, resulting in 
making the education process even more complicated. Looking at 
education at the national level, educational officials forget that the 
teaching and learning process is supposed to be simple, not complex. 
Though we face many complexities in trying to educate, we (educators) 
must keep the learning process simple for students. But understand, 
simple does not mean lowered academic expectations. We must continue 
to strive to increase academic expectations each day, not because we are 
required to do so, but because students need rigor in order to be 
competitive on the global stage.  
The complexities we face in public education takes me back to the point 
of being great for students each day. Below is taken directly from 
Benjamin Franklin’s autobiography. 
 



 
 
Notice how Franklin began his day – with the question: “What good shall 
I do this day?” As educators, we are directly responsible for making sure 
our students are tomorrow’s local, state, national and global leaders. In 
order to fill in the gap between Point A and Point B, we have to remain 
focused on “What good shall I do this day?” In other words, how will I be 
great for students today? Though some students make it seem like they 
could care less about being in school – they come to school and I would 
venture to say it has nothing to do with the law. I think students coming 
to school has a lot to do with education, specifically the teachers, 
principals and staff that great them each day.  
 
We truly have the most important jobs in the world, making sure 
students are prepared for life. But we also have the best jobs in the world 
because we get to work with tomorrow’s future before anyone else does. 
If we stay focused on being great for students each day, our students will 
be tomorrow’s leaders. When we get down – we need to remind 
ourselves that we have the best job, being great for students! Remember, 
when students succeed, we succeed. Students will only succeed if we are 
great! 

 

 

● TEACHING AND LEARNING 
 
Wow, it’s been another busy week… 
 
Leadership teams from both Ewing Elementary School and Flemingsburg 
Elementary School participated in a half-day follow up planning session 
with Advanc-Ed representative, Lisa Stone on Thursday, October 29.  Both 
teams used her expertise to guide them through the PDSA process using 
the Standards for Quality (Improvement Priorities identified in last fall’s 
internal review and school self-evaluation this summer at the leadership 
retreat).  This was a very productive time for the teams at both schools. 
 



Lisa Stone from Advanc-Ed will be back in our district on November 10 to 
work with our Quality Assurance Team on understanding the Standards 
for Quality.  This group will be responsible for reviewing evidence and 
providing feedback and ratings to the district as we work toward SACS 
Accreditation from now until next October.  The team members are: 
Todd Watts (FCHS); Terri McKee (FES); Kristen Manning (FES); Whitney 
Wilson (SMS); Samantha Franke (EES); Michele Hawkins (HES); Jenny Sims 
(Parent/Community); Stacey Tranbarger (WES). 
 
A team of teachers from Fleming County spent time this week in 
professional learning focused on Literacy Design Collaborative 
(LDC).  They attended this state-wide event to hone their skills and bring 
back ideas for using LDC in the classroom.  Attendees were:  Kim Shannon 
(EES), Samantha Franke (EES), Jodi Grannis (HES), Carla Prather (WES), 
and Patsy Adams (WES).  They look like they were having a great time! 
 

 
 
Early this week, Shawnda Fizer and Lisa DeHart, both teachers at Ewing 
Elementary hosted a coaching workshop in their classrooms, focused on 
Mathematics Design Collaborative (MDC).  Leslie Texas, national MDC 
consultant, was on site to model the coaching strategies for teachers 
from Ewing and other schools.  These ladies did an excellent job and we 
thank them for letting everyone invade their rooms for the day!  The 
opportunity was provided by the Instructional Transformation Grant. 
 

 
 

 

● EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN/PRESCHOOL 
 
December 1 … need I say more!  J  Denise and I are running reports 
regularly to stay current on statuses  I met with caseload manager at 
Hillsboro and FCHS on Friday to compare caseload summaries and the IC 



 

December 1 extract, and to determine where we stand on those students 
with re-evaluations and/or IEPs due before November 30.  I will be out in 
the rest of the building to meet with each caseload manager within the 
next week to do the same.  
 
If you need me to help with any ARC meetings ‘down the stretch’, let me 
know.  I’ll be glad to chair any meetings, if able, should you get in a 
pinch!   
I have received updated 504 forms from KSBA and will be meeting with 
building coordinators soon.   
 
I will be out of the office on Monday and Tuesday but will be checking 
email regularly and will have be available on my cell if needed. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

▪ Monday, November 2, 2015 District Team Meeting at 9:00 am (Board Room) 

▪ Monday, November 2, 2015 FCS Senior Leadership Team at 10:00 am (Board Room) 

▪ Tuesday, November 3, 2015 Election Day, No School, Professional Learning Day (All Day) 

▪ Thursday, November 5, 2015 FCS Custodian Meeting at 9:00 am (Board Room) 

▪ Thursday, November 5, 2015 FTO Committee at 4:00 pm (TBD) 

▪ Thursday, November 5, 2015 FCS Personnel Committee at 4:00 pm (Board Room) 

▪ Friday, November 5, 2015 Black & Gold Day (All Day) 

▪ Friday, November 6, 2015 Hillsboro Fall Festival  at 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

     


