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Friday, December 11, 2015 

 

Faculty and Staff, 
 
On Wednesday, December 16th, Thursday, December 17th and 
Friday, December 18th, FCS is sponsoring a Food Drive for the 
Backpack program at the Extension Office. We are asking that each 
faculty and staff member donate (2) jars peanut butter and (2) jars of 
applesauce. For your cooperation, you may wear jeans on all three 
days (Wednesday, Thursday and Friday) – if you donate the needed 
jars of peanut butter and applesauce. As always, if you want to 
donate more – please do so.  Thank you for what you do for students 
and the local families in the community! 
 

 

 
 

● DISTRICT MESSAGE 
 
On Top of the World! This past week, I was able to attend several 
workshops, though not the best time of the year to have workshops; 
nevertheless, they were beneficial. On Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
of last week, I attended the Annual Superintendent’s Winter 
Conference where school superintendents met and discussed current 
trends in education, specifically trends in Kentucky. Throughout the 
three-day conference, the message continued to go back to the 
importance of education and how education is critical to a strong 
state economy, healthcare system and a competitive workforce.  
 
We truly have the best job in the world. We are tasked and have the 
responsibility of shaping and preparing tomorrow’s leaders, 
tomorrow’s workforce, and tomorrow’s teachers. What we do each 
day has an impact on students, either positively or negatively. This is 
why it is critical that we have a well-developed strategy for learning, 
in more simple terms, long-range lesson plans that connect the dots. 
Today’s teaching and learning process is more than just presenting 
information, instead, today’s learning requires that we show 
students how to access, process and communicate information. 
Knowledge is still important, but not as important as information in 
today’s global economy. If our workforce fails to have these 
information skills (the ability to access, process and communicate 
information) we fail as a nation. Let me say this, to have a strong 
global economy, we must first have a strong local economy. 
Everything begins locally – even a quality education system. 
 



Continuing with the importance of information, I was reminded 
about how today’s global economy is challenging our workforce in 
America. Though, undoubtedly and without debate, our workforce is 
still dominating; however, that is quickly changing as more countries 
become more industrialized. We hear about the importance of 
industry each day on the news as a result of the 2016 presidential 
candidates. If you listen closely to what each candidate is saying, 
minus some, you hear about the reemergence of manufacturing, the 
need for computer programmers, the short supply of healthcare 
workers, but what is noticeably absent from the discussion is the 
critical shortage of educators. If the shortage of teachers has not 
raised eyebrows as a national security issue, within the next five 
years, as more educators retire, it will be a top national security issue 
only behind terrorism. As educators, we play a critical role in the 
success of our nation – which is why what we do each day may be life 
or death for many of our students and eventually our state and our 
nation. When we plan to take it easy, when we fail to strategically 
plan for a highly engaged, student-focused lesson, we are impacting 
the security of our nation. Some may think this is crazy – but you only 
have to look to current national trends and all the roads lead back to 
a well-educated workforce. Creating a well-educated workforce 
begins by ensuring a quality teaching and learning process occurs in 
every classroom in the United States of America. Furthermore, we 
must ensure that we have a supply of high-quality teachers entering 
the classroom. The ongoing and increasing shortage of teachers and 
administrators is impacting every school in the United States. No 
school will be immune to this sweeping challenge. Unfortunately, as 
a state and nation, we can’t just simply pass the buck and place the 
burden of education on parents, or the community – as the stakes 
are simply too high. Shifting the burden of education from public to 
private will not solve the need for high-quality teachers or the need 
for a first-class education system in Kentucky. Furthermore, shifting 
the burdens of a well-educated workforce also only increases the 
complexities of education and increases cost during a time of 
decreasing education funds at the state and national levels (review 
the bi-partisan report Most States Have Cut School Funding, and 
Some Continue Cutting – 12/10/2015). 
 
We are “On Top of the World!” Though unspoken, sometimes 
forgotten, sometimes taken advantage of, we (educators) still control 
the fate of our state and country each day. Without educators, our 
state and country will not have doctors, lawyers, nurses, welders, 
teachers, mechanics, computer programmers, astronauts, or elected 
officials. Unquestionably, it is our military that provides us our many 
freedoms, but it is education that produces the best military in the 
world. We, educators, hold the key to keeping Kentucky great! Our 
nation great! In simple terms, we must plan to have the best 
education possible for students each day. This isn’t about public 



 

education surviving, but instead, about Kentucky and the United 
States remaining strong! There are many choices in life; however, we 
(educators) have no choice but to step up to the plate and hit a 
homerun – we must embrace, not run from this responsibility. We 
are “On Top of the World,” and we can remain there by ensuring 
students are well-prepared for the global economy – by developing 
high-quality, engaging and student focused lessons each day! This is 
also how we become a “District of Distinction!” 
 
Lastly, follow me on Twitter at #FCSSuper where you can receive 
information, snapshots of events, or even “I Gotcha Moments.” How 
are you helping students reach the peak of success? How is your 
classroom “On Top of the World?” 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

▪ Monday, December 14, 2015 District Team Meeting at 9:00 am (Board Room) 

▪ Monday, December 14, 2015 Senior Leadership Team meeting at 10:30 am (Board Room) 

▪ Wednesday, December 16, 2015 Christmas Lunch (District-wide)  

▪ Thursday, December 17, 2015 FCS Transportation Meeting at 8:30 am (Board Room) 

▪ Thursday, December 17, 2015 FCS School Nutrition Meeting at  1:00 pm (Board Room) 

▪ Friday, December 18, 2015 Black and Gold Day! 

     

 
 
Brian K. Creasman 
Superintendent 
211 West Water Street 
Flemingsburg, KY 41041 
brian.creasman@fleming.kyschools.us 
P: 606-845-5851 
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Our Vision is to become a “District of Distinction” 
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